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STAFF— PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

E.  J.  GORDON  WALLACE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D  P. II. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

CHARLOTTE  A.  G.  WARD,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P 
MURIEL  M.  E.  BARR,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Locum  :  1-6-55 — 29-2-56) 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

t*|  H.  HANDSCOMB 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

t*  R.  G.  S.  NEWBOULD,  M.S.I.A. 

t*  A.  L.  HARRIS,  M.S.I.A. 

f  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors 
Joint  Board 

*  Meat  and  Food  Inspectors  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
l  Smoke  Inspectors  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 


Clerical  Staff  : 

Mr.  F.  II.  HOUSE 
Miss  M.  S.  STEELE 


In  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1/54  it  is  stated  that  “  it  would  be 
helpful  in  the  Minister’s  view  if  full  particulars,  e.g.  qualifications  and 
duties,  of  the  Authority's  Senior  Public  Health  Officers  were  published 
in  the  Report,  together  with  a,  list  indicating  the  Committees  which  are 
concerned  with  matters  of  Public  Health." 

It  is  understood  that  in  referring  to  the  Authority's  Senior  Public 
Flealth  Officers  the  Ministry  has  in  mind  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  information  requested  is  as  follows  : 

My  qualifications  are  as  stated  above  and  in  addition  to  my  appoint¬ 
ment  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Weymouth,  I  hold  the  following 
appointments  : 

(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Portland  Urban  District  Council. 

(b)  Port  Medical  Officer,  Weymouth  Port  Health  Authority. 

(c)  South  Dorset  Area  Medical  Officer,  Dorset  County  Council. 

(d)  Physician  i/c  Weymouth  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

Mr.  Handscomb’s  qualifications  are  stated  above  and  in  addition  to 
his  statutory  duties,  he  is  responsible  for  the  supervision  and  control 
of  public  conveniences  in  the  Borough. 

The  only  Committee  of  the  Council  concerned  with  matters  of  Public 
Health  is  the  Public  Health  Committee. 
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Health  Centre, 

Westham  Road, 

Weymouth 

August,  1956 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Weymouth  and  Melcombe  Regis 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  information  and  con¬ 
sideration  my  Report  for  the  Year  1955  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Borough. 

An  outstanding  epidemiological  event  was  the  outbreak  of 
paratyphoid  fever  in  September,  full  details  of  which  are  given 
in  this  Report. 

For  some  years  the  consumption  of  imitation  cream  cakes 
and  other  confectionery  made  in  bakeries  has  been  associated 
with  paratyphoid  fever  and  more  recently  Chinese  Egg  products 
have  come  under  suspicion  as  being  the  vehicle  of  infection.  The 
Weymouth  outbreak,  however,  was  the  first  occasion  on  which  this 
has  been  conclusively  proved1 — a  doubtful  privilege.  The  out¬ 
break  and  the  investigations  involved  were  written  up  and  pub¬ 
lished,  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Kenneth  Newell  and  Dr.  Betty 
Hobbs  of  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Colindale,  in  the 
British  Medical  Journal  where  the  subject  was  also  given 
extensive  editorial  comment. 

The  Health  Department  was  also  much  involved  in  the  after- 
math  of  the  floods  which  followed  the  unprecedented  rainfall  on 
the  18th  July. 

It  is  a  matter  of  some  satisfaction  that  despite  the  additional 
work  created  by  these  two  unusual  events,  the  many  activities 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  were  continued  during  the  year, 
although  on  numerous  occasions  they  had  to  be  temporarily  cur¬ 
tailed.  Indeed,  it  is  becoming  more  and  more  apparent  that  the 
present  staff  is  insufficient  for  even  our  routine  duties  and  con¬ 
sideration  will  have  to  be  given  in  the  near  future  to  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  an  additional  district  sanitary  inspector.  I  cannot  speak 
too  highly  of  the  zeal  and  excellent  work  of  Mr.  Harold 
Handscomb,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  assisted  by  Mr.  R.  G.  S. 
Newbould  and  Mr.  A.  L.  Harris,  district  inspectors. 
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I  am  again  happy  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
co-operation  in  the  work  of  the  Department  afforded  by  my 
professional  colleagues  in  practice  in  the  Borough. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council 
for  their  kindness  and  consideration  and  my  fellow  officials  and 
the  Health  Department  Staff  for  their  unfailing  assistance  through¬ 
out  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  GORDON  WALLACE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres)  excluding  331  acres  of  tidal  water  7,01 7 

Mid-year  Home  Population  (estimated  by  the 

Registrar  General)  37.850 

Estimated  Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1955)  11,979 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1956)  ...  ...  £354,769 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (1955-56)  ...  £1, 369 


CHIEF  INDUSTRIES  8c  EXTENT  OF  UNEMPLOYMENT 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  P.  Harrison,  Manager  of  the  Weymouth 
Employment  Exchange,  for  the  following  information  : — 

Registered  Wholly  Unemployed  Persons 

1953  1954  1955 


Men 

Women 

Total 

Men  Women 

Total 

Men  Women 

Total 

March 

159 

160 

319 

207 

182 

389 

129 

124 

253 

June 

67 

36 

103 

135 

39 

174 

63 

22 

85 

September 

97 

39 

136 

103 

46 

149 

62 

25 

87 

December 

146 

139 

285 

170 

E53 

323 

Il8 

135 

253 

The  main  industries  in  this  area  are  : 

Building  and  Civil  Engineering 

Nationalised  Industries 

Local  and  National  Government  Services 

Engineering 

Distributive 

Hotel  and  Catering 

Transport 

Shipping  and  Ship  Repairing 

Railways 

Laundries 

Breweries 

Bakeries 

Radio  Equipment  Manufacture 

Electrical  and  Scientific  Instrument  Manufacture 

Agriculture 

Garages 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  BOROUGH 
SUPPLIED  BY  REGISTRAR  GENERAL  FOR  1955 


Total  Births — 607. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population — 16.03 

Comparability  Factor — 1  .04 
Standardised  Birth  Rate — 16.67 


Live  Births — 592 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

305 

267 

572 

Illegitimate 

11 

9 

20 

Total 

316 

276 

592 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

estimated  population— 15.6 

Stillbirths — 15 

Males 

Females 

3'otal 

Legitimate 

7 

8 

15 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

7 

8 

L5 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population — 0.39 
Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births — 24.7 
Deaths- — 455.  Males — 247.  Females — 208. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population — 12.02 

Comparability  Factor — 0.84 
Stardardised  Death  Rate — 10.09 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  Year  of  Age. 

Males  Females 

Legitimate  ...  8  3 

Illegitimate  ...  2  — 


Total 

11 

2 


Total 


10  3  13 


Infant  Mortality  Rates 


All  Infants  oer  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  21.95 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  19.23 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  100.00 
Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  15.2 

D.eaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  Nil 
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TOTAL  DEATHS  1955.  (Registrar  General’s  Official  Returns) 


All  Causes — 455.  Males — 247.  Females — 208. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Males 

Females 

I. 

T  uberc  ulosis — Respiratory 

1 

... 

2. 

Tuberculosis — Other 

.  .  . 

3- 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

•  .  • 

4- 

Diphtheria 

5- 

Whooping  Cough 

.  .  . 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

1 

7- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1* 

8. 

Measles 

9- 

Other  Infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

8 

4 

1 1. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

14 

4 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

10 

1 3- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

3 

M  • 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

25 

19 

15- 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

4 

16. 

Diabetes 

I 

2 

17- 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

25 

38 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

59 

20 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

3 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

40 

39 

2 1 . 

Other  circulatory  disease 

9 

11 

22. 

Influenza 

1 

23- 

Pneumonia 

11 

11 

24. 

Bronchitis 

5 

5 

25- 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

6 

3 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

.  .  . 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

5 

3°- 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

3'  • 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

19 

17 

3  b 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

1 

1 

33- 

All  other  accidents 

3 

4 

35- 

Suicide 

2 

4 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

.  .  . 

TOTAL 

247 

208 

* 


Allocated  to  Weymouth  in  error. 
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COMMENTS  ON  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS 
Birth  Rate 

The  birth  rate  of  16.67  Per  Eooo  population  is  higher  than 
that  tor  the  preceding  year  (15. 1).  Live  births  exceeded  the 
number  of  deaths  by  137. 

Deaths 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  455—247  males  and  208 
females — giving  a  crude  death  rate  of  12.02  per  1,000  population. 
By  applying  the  Comparability  Factor,  the  Standardised  Death 
Rate  is  found  to  be  10.09. 

(The  Comparability  Factor  is  worked  out  for  each  district  by 
the  Registrar  General.  Its  object  is  to  level  out  difference  in  the 
age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  population  of  the  various  districts 
and  its  use  enables  us  to  obtain  standarised  death  rates  which  are 
more  fairly  comparable  and  more  accurate  than  the  crude  death 
rates. ) 

Of  the  13  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  nine 
occurred  during  the  neo-natal  period  (under  4  weeks  of  age). 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

There  were  657  notifications  of  measles,  over  600  of  these 
being  received  during  the  3rd  and  4th  quarters  of  the  year. 
Eighty-four  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  either  of  these  infectious  diseases. 
An  outbreak  of  paratyphoid  fever  is  described  later  in  this 
Report. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

Some  14  years  have  now  gone  by  since  a  case  of  diphtheria 
has  occurred  in  the  Borough  but  despite  constant  reminders  to 
parents,  it  seems  that  an  air  of  complacency  is  gradually  develop¬ 
ing  about  this  erstwhile  killing  disease. 

In  1947,  it  was  found  at  School  Medical  Inspections  that 
98.8%  of  all  school  chidren  were  protected  against  diphtheria. 
In  1955,  this  proportion  had  fallen  to  96.42%.  As  there  are  just 
over  seven  thousand  school  children  in  the  South  Dorset  Area,  it 
will  be  seen  that  whereas  in  1947,  84  children  had  no  protection, 
this  number  had.  by  1955,  risen  to  245. 

It  is  obvious  that  continuous  publicity  is  necessary  to  bring 
home  to  parents  and  guardians  of  young  children  their  respon¬ 
sibilities  if  our  freedom  from  diphtheria  is  to  be  maintained. 

Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases)  Regulations,  1953 

These  Regulations  were  outlined  in  my  last  Annual  Report. 
It  was  not  necessary  for  me  to  take  any  action  during  1955. 

Superannuation  Medical  Examinations 

During  the  year,  29  entrants  into-  the  Corporation’s  employ 
were  medically  examined  as  to  their  fitness  for  inclusion  in  the 
Council’s  Superannuation  Scheme. 
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Laboratory  Facilities 

The  County  Laboratory  at  Dorchester,  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  T.  V.  Cooper,  and  the  separate  Public  Health  Laboratory 
there,  under  Dr.  G.  H.  Tee,  have  given  every  possible  assistance 
in  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  and  their  ready  co-operation 
at  all  times  has  been  much  appreciated. 

INFESTATION. 

Scabies  and  Head  Infestation. 

The  tables  which  follow  show  that  there  was  a  slight  increase 
in  cases  of  head  infestation  while  there  was  a  record  low  number 
ot  cases  of  Scabies. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Scabies  is  a  notifiable  disease  in 
the  Borough. 

SCABIES 


Year 

No.  No  tilled 
Total  No.  by 

notified  Practitioner 

No.  Notified  dotal  Number 
by  Public  of  Treatments 

Health  Dept,  (inch  contacts) 

1944 

598 

124 

474 

1882 

I945 

275 

72 

203 

1078 

194b 

198 

b3 

i35 

992 

1947 

80 

32 

48 

599 

1948 

71 

23 

48 

241 

1949 

26 

b 

20 

b7 

1950 

30 

7 

23 

54 

i95i 

9 

3 

6 

15 

1952 

16 

6 

10 

25 

1953 

19 

3 

16 

3i 

1954 

11 

2 

9 

18 

1955 

6 

2 

4 

10 

Year 

Number  of 
Infested  Persons 

HEAD 

Adult 

INFESTATION 

School  Under 

Total  No.  0 
5  Treatments 

1944 

594 

148 

41*  35 

894 

1945 

305 

87 

283  35 

4^5 

1946 

310 

117 

203  40 

461 

1947 

164 

40 

96  28 

304 

1948 

143 

19 

no  14 

266 

1949 

106 

13 

80  13 

197 

1950 

109 

20 

71  18 

173 

^951 

99 

II 

78  10 

184 

1952 

70 

6 

60  4 

83 

1953 

53 

4 

47  2 

57 

1954 

24 

1 

21  2 

36 

1955 

35 

1 

32  2 

53 

Notifiable  Diseases,  other  than  Tuberculosis,  during  1955 
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Notifications  and  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  1948-1955 

Non-Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


Year 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Notifications 

Deaths 

1948 

6 

T - 

27 

12 

1949 

18 

2 

35 

7 

1950 

4 

I 

30 

12 

1951 

3 

— 

3i 

6 

1952 

1 

— 

28 

4 

1953 

12 

I 

37 

10 

1954 

4 

I 

24 

3 

1955 

4 

— 

26 

1 

Verminous  Premises 

Verminous  premises  are  treated  with  liquid  and  power 
insecticides  and,  where  necessary,  articles  of  clothing  and  bedding 
are  treated  in  the  Department's  steam  disinfector  plant. 

Facilities  are  available  at  the  Health  Centre  for  personal 
cleansing  and  as  far  as  possible  the  treatment  of  persons,  their 
clothing  and  premises  is  carried  out  at  one  time. 

The  number  of  houses  disinfested  was  32 — an  increase  of  one 
on  the  previous  year.  Of  this  number  four  were  infestations  by 
bed  bugs,  nine  minor  flea  infestations,  and  the  remainder  were 
minor  infestations  by  flies,  cockroaches  or  beetles. 

Verminous  Persons 

As  it  is  desirable  that  arrangements  for  dealing  with  verminous 
persons  should  be  carried  out  with  a  minimum  of  delay,  the  Town 
Council,  in  June,  1953,  delegated  their  power  and  duties  under 
Section  85  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  including  the  institu¬ 
tion  of  legal  proceedings,  to  a  special  committee  consisting  of  the 
Chairman,  Vice-Chairman  and  one  other  member  of  the  Health 
Committee. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  statutory  action  for  dealing 
with  verminous  persons  during  the  year. 

Food  Poisoning 

There  were  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year 
but  15  single  cases  were  reported  and1  investigated. 

In  four  of  these  cases  samples  of  the  suspected  foods  were 
sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Dorchester,  for  examination 
but  no  food  poisoning  organisms  were  found  in  any  of  these 
samples. 

Two  samples  of  faeces  and  two  samples  of  vomit  were  also 
sent  to  the  Laboratory  and  all  proved  negative  for  food  poisoning 
organisms. 

Outbreak  of  Paratyphoid  Fever 

From  the  3rd  to  the  9th  September,  1955,  six  patients  were 
admitted  to  Westhaven  (Isolation)  Hospital  suffering  from  para¬ 
typhoid  fever.  As  soon  as  the  nature  of  the  infection  was 
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established,  a  confidential  letter  was  sent  to  all  the  doctors  in 
the  area  and  detailed  investigations  were  begun  at  once. 

From  the  ioth  September  to  3rd  October  another  eight 
patients  were  admitted  suffering  from  this  infection.  Although 
several  of  the  patients  had  serious  illnesses  they  all  made  satis¬ 
factory  recoveries. 

Investigations  indicated  that  one  bakery  in  particular  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  implicated  and  after  checking  through  all  the  foodstuffs 
purchased  by  this  bakery  for  the  previous  five  months  (every 
article  on  159  separate  invoices  was  checked  in  detail)  it  appeared 
probable  that  Chinese  Frozen  Whole  Egg  in  22  lb.  tins  might  be 
the  source  of  infection.  The  bakery  had  used  Chinese  Frozen 
Whole  Egg  in  44  lb.  tins  until  7th  August,  after  which  date 
22  lb.  tins  (from  the  S.S.  “  Glenroy  ”  shipment)  had  been  used. 
A  large  number  of  these  tins  were  stored  in  a  Cold  Store  in 
Weymouth  and  between  23rd  September  and  6th  October, 
samples  were  taken  from  152  tins  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

A  preliminary  report  received  on  27th  September  indicated 
that  this  batch  of  Chinese  Frozen  Whole  Egg  was  the  probable 
infecting  agent.  An  Order  under  Section  18  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,.  was  immediately  served  on  the  owners  of  the 
Cold  Store  forbidding  the  further  issue  of  any  of  this  product. 
Later  laboratory  reports  showed  that  the  paratyphoid  bacilli  found 
in  these  unopened  tins  were  of  the  identical  type  which  had  caused 
the  infection — not  only  in  the  Weymouth  patients  but  also  in  a 
number  of  patients  treated  elsewhere  in  the  country  who  had 
visited  Weymouth  during  the  material  time. 

Formal  condemnation  procedure  was  put  into  action  and  no 
objections  having  been  received  from  the  various  owners  of  this 
consignment,  all  the  679  x  22  lb.  tir*s  of  this  Chinese  Frozen 
Whole  Egg  (over  6J  tons  in  all)  in  the  Weymouth  Cold  Store 
were  condemned  by  a  Magistrate  and  safely  destroyed  by  the 
Public  Health  Department.  An  article  describing  the  outbreak 
was  published  in  the  British  Medical  Journal  of  the  26th 
November,  1955. 

On  1st  December,  1955,  information  was  received  that  an¬ 
other  consignment  of  80  apparently  identical  22  lb.  tins  of 
Chinese  Frozen  Whole  Egg  had  just  been  delivered  at  the  Cold 
Store.  The  owners  of  the  Cold  Store  readily  agreed  to  my  request 
not  to  issue  any  of  this  consignment  pending  the  receipt  of 
further  information  and  a  letter  was  sent  on  the  same  day  asking 
the  firm  concerned  for  full  particulars  as  to  the  date  of  arrival 
in  U.K.  of  this  consignment,  details  of  any  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination  and  of  certificates  of  clearance  which  might  have  been 
issued  at  the  port  of  entry  and  any  other  relevant  information. 
In  particular  I  asked  whether  this  second  consignment  had  come 
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from  the  same  factory  as  that  which  had  arrived  in  U.K.  in  the 
S.S.  “  Glenroy  "  and  had  been  responsible  for  the  outbreak  of 
paratyphoid  described  above. 

On  2nd  December  the  him  concerned  replied  that  this  was  a 
matter  for  Messrs.  Epdal  (1954)  Ltd.  who  acted  as  agents  for 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

On  the  5th  December,  1955,  Messrs.  Epdal  (1954)  Ltd.  wrote 
to  say  that  the  80  x  22  lb.  tins  in  the  Cold  Store  in  Weymouth 
were  from  a  total  cargo  of  18.083  tins  which  arrived  in  U.K.  in 
September,  1953,  ex  S.S.  “  Glenartney."  No  mention  however 
was  made  in  this  letter  of  any  bacteriological  examination  of  this 
consignment  nor  was  any  information  available  as  to  whether  or 
net  the  present  consignment  came  from  the  same  factory  as  the 
“Glenroy”  shipment. 

The  letter  said,  “  The  tins  you  now  write  about  are  not  from, 
the  same  shipment  as  those  you  previously  dealt  with  in  Wey¬ 
mouth,  namely  ex  S.S.  “  Glenroy,"  nor  can  we  tell  you  if  in  the 
present  case  the  egg  came  from  the  same  factory  as  the 
“  Glenroy."  The  mere  fact  that  these  tins  which  are  the  subject 
cf  your  present  enquiry,  are  22  lb.  upright  tins  is  of  no  significance 
whatsoever.  Tins  of  this  size  and  type  can  be  and  are  packed 
in  different  factories  in  China  and  it  is  unfortunate  that  merely 
because  of  your  recent  experience,  these  present  tins  should  at 
once  become  suspect  by  reason  of  their  size  and  construction  " 

I  then  informed  Messrs.  Epdal  (Ltd .  of  my  intention  to  sample 
all  these  80  tins  and  this  was  done  on  Monday,  12th  December, 
1955,  duplicate  samples  being  taken  from  each  tin.  one  to  be 
examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Dorchester,  and  the 
other  at  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Colindale,  London. 

On  the  14th  Decemper,  I  issued  a  notice  to  the  Cold  Store 
owners  under  Section  18  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
formally  forbidding  the  issue  of  any  tins  of  this  consignment  until 
bacteriological  investigations  were  complete. 

Reports  on  the  laboratory  investigations  were  received  on  the 
20th  and  29th  December  and  these  indicated  that  Salmonella 
thompson,  a  food  poisoning  organism,  was  isolated  from  10  tins 
(Dorchester  Laboratory — Tins  No.  9,  10,  12,  63  and  73  ;  Colin- 
dale  Laboratory- — Tins  No.  9,  24,  25,  26,  28,  47  and  63).  while 
the  Colindale  Laboratory  isolated  Salmonela  paratyphi  B  phage 
type  3a  from  Tin  No.  29. 

This  paratyphoid  organism  (phage  type  3a)  was  identical 
with  the  organism  which  caused  the  outbreak  in  September,  1955. 

On  the  29th  December  I  gave  formal,  notice  to  Messrs.  Epdal 
(1954)  Ltd.  of  my  intention  to  have  this  second  consignment 
dealt  with  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  but  subsequent  correspond¬ 
ence  revealed  that  on  the  8th  December  the  ownership  of  this 
Frozen  Egg  had  reverted  to  Messrs.  Epdal  who  had  issued  a 
credit  note  to  the  private  firm  concerned.  Messrs.  Epdal  being 


an  "executive  arm"  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  it  was  claimed  that  the  consignment  was  Crown 
property  and  as  such  could  not  be  dealt  with  under  Section  9  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

The  Ministry,  however,  agreed  to  the  destruction  of  the  eleven 
tins  which  had  been  found  to  contain  paratyphoid  and  other  food 
poisoning  organisms  and  this  was  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Department.  The  Ministry  also  gave  an  assurance  that  the  69 
remaining  tins  would  be  called  in  and  would  not  be  used  for 
human  consumption. 

I  feel  sure  it  will  be  readily  understood  that  the  investigation 
of  this  outbreak  and  the  later  administrative  action  and  decisions 
involved  the  Public  Health  Department  in  a  great  deal  of  work 
and  I  am  deeply  grateful  to  all  members  of  the  staff  who  assisted. 
I  would  like  to  make  special  mention  of  the  magnificent  help 
which  was  readily  given  by  Dr.  Kenneth  Newell  of  the 
Epidemiological  Research  Laboratory,  Colindale  ;  Dr.  Betty  C. 
Hobbs  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Laboratory,  Colindale  ;  Dr.  G.  H. 
Tee  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Dorchester,  and;  his  tech¬ 
nical  assistant  Mr.  R.  F.  A.  Johnson. 

Finally,  I  would  record  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the  whole¬ 
hearted  support  which  was  given  to  me  throughout  this  somewhat 
anxious  time  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  and  by  all  the  Members  of  the  Town  Council. 

Humane  Killer  for  Cats  and  Dogs 

The  apparatus  supplied  by  the  R.S.P.C.A.  operated  satis¬ 
factorily  throughout  the  year.  The  number  of  animals  dealt  with 
was  416  which  is  21  more  than  the  previous  year. 

I  must  again  record  my  appreciation  of  the  Royal  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals  for  the  continued  loan 
of  the  apparatus. 

Details  of  animals  dealt  with  during  1955  are  as  follows  : 
Dogs  ...  ...  281 

Cats  ...  ...  135 

Total  ...  416 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Mr.  F.  Horner,  the  local  inspector  for  the  R.S.P.C.A., 
continued  in  his  appointment  as  an  honorary  officer  of  the 
Corporation  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act.  The  total  number  of 
inspections  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Mr.  Horner 
was  55. 

Five  applications  for  renewal  of  licences  to  keep  Pet  Shops 
were  granted  and  one  new  application  was  received  and  approved 


during  the  year.  In  all  cases  appropriate  conditions  relating  to 
the  hupiane  treatment  of  animals  were  attached  to  licences. 

Mortuary 

The  Town  Mortuary  in  Commercial  Road  was  used  only  on 
very  rare  occasions  and  all  post  mortem  examinations  during 
the  year  were  carried  out  at  the  Weymouth  and  District  Hospital 
where  more  satisfactory  facilities  are  available. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47 

Under  this  Act  and  the  National  Assistance  (Amendment) 
Act,  1951,  the  Town  Council  is  empowered  to  take  steps  to  secure 
the  removal  to  suitable  accommodation  of  persons  in  need  of 
care  and  attention.  During  the  year  14  cases  were  dealt  with  but 
in  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  take  any  statutory  action. 

In  my  last  report  I  mentioned  that  it  was  necessary  to  remove 
to  Hospital  an  aged  gentleman  who  was  living  in  insanitary  con¬ 
ditions.  Conditions  at  his  home  improved  during  the  year  and 
when  the  son  made  application  to  the  Magistrates  for  his  father 
to  be  allowed  to  return  home  I  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to 
oppose  the  application. 

Of  the  remaining  cases,  five  were  so  ill  that  they  had  to  be 
admitted  to  Hospital,  one  agreed  voluntarily  to  go  into  an  old 
persons  home  and  seven  remained  at  home  under  the  care  of 
relatives.  In  most  cases  it  was  arranged  for  the  Home  Help 
Service  to  assist  wherever  the  old  people  were  able  to  stay  at 
home  and  in  some  cases  arrangements  were  made  for  the  “  Meals 
on  Wheels  Service  ”  to  call. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  County  Council’s  Home  Help 
Service  proved  of  great  value  during  the  year.  In  a  number  of 
cases  the  Service  allowed  old  people  to  remain  in  their  own  homes 
whereas,  had  help  not  been  forthcoming,  it  would  have  been 
necessary  to  arrange  their  removal  to  Part  III  accommodation. 

A  considerable  number  of  visits  were  made  by  the  Health 
Visitors,  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  myself  to  the  foregoing  cases 
and  the  old  people  who  remained  at  home  were  kept  under 
periodical  review. 

The  Town  Council  now  have  44  old  persons  bungalows  and 
there  are  plans  at  the  present  time  for  eight  more  to  be  built  at 
the  Littlemoor  Estate. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  in  the  Borough  is  provided  by  the  Wey¬ 
mouth  Waterworks  Company,  the  main  supplies  being  from  springs 
at  Empool  and  Sutton  Poyntz.  The  water  being  fairly  hard  does 


not  give  rise  to  danger  from  Plumbo-solvent  action,  and  both 
quality  and  quantity  have  been  satisfactorily  maintained  through¬ 
out  the  year.  No  outbreaks  of  illness  which  could  be  traced  to 
the  water  have  occurred  and  it  may  be  said  that  the  supply  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  very  good  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes  and 
shows  a  high  degree  of  purity. 

The  closest  co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  Engineer 
and  Manager,  Mr.  S.  E.  Barrett,  A.M.Inst.C.E. ,  and  there  is 
constant  exchange  of  the  results  of  samples  taken  by  the  Company 
and  Health  Department. 


SUMMARY  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  SAMPLES 

Total  Samples  Taken  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Suspicious 

49  49  —  — 

CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS 

Sample  taken  on  6th  December.  1955. 

Fountain,  Empool  Sutton  Poyntz 
Pumping  Station  Spring 

(Before  Chlorination) 

Physical  Examination  : 


Colour 

None 

None 

Appearance 

General  Chemical  Examination  : 

Clear 

Clear 

Reaction 

pH  7.2 

pH  7.4 

Parts  per 

million 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  CO2 

31 

13 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

Less  than  .01 

Less  than  .01 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Less  than  .01 

Less  than  .01 

Chlorine  (as  Chlorides) 
equivalent  to  Sodium 

20 

23 

Chlorides 

33 

38 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hrs. ) 

0.08 

Less  than  0.1 

Nitrite 

Absent 

Absent 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrate 

3-2 

2.0 

Total  solids 

365 

305 

Loss  on  ignition 

33 

25 

Appearance  on  ignition 

Very  slight 

No  charring 

Hardness  : 

charring 

Temporary 

230 

182 

Permanent 

27 

25 

Total 

257 

207 

Lead  and  Copper 

Absent 

Absent 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

1.  Preston  Drainage  Scheme 

In  my  last  Report  I  mentioned  that  the  Preston  Drainage 
Scheme  had  already  been  put  out  to  tender  and,  though  a  tender 
was  eventually  accepted  early  in  1955,  difficulty  arose  which 
resulted  in  the  Town  Council  having  to  re-aclvertise  the  contract. 

A  tender  was  accepted  in  June  and  the  contractors  commenced 
work  shortly  afterwards. 

I  also  mentioned  in  my  Report  for  1954  that  a  second  scheme 
had  been  prepared  to  serve  the  camping  sites  and  Bowleaze  Cove 
area  but  this  scheme  has  not  been  proceeded  with.  When  the 
Town  Council  accepted  the  tender  for  Preston  Drainage  Scheme 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Street  and  Works  Committee  this 
Committee  drew  the  attention  of  the  Town  Council  to  the  situation 
with  regard  to  camping  sites  in  the  Preston  area  : 

“  The  Committee  desire  to  remind  the  Council  as  to  the  position 
in  connection  with  the  drainage  of  the  Camping  Sites  in  the 
Preston  area.  The  scheme  now  being  undertaken  will  provide 
main  sewers  and  pumping  facilities  of  sufficient  capacity  to 
deal  with  the  diainage  from  the  Camping  Sites,  but  the  owners 
of  the  various  Camping  Sites  will  be  responsible  for  the  pro¬ 
vision  cf  sewers  connecting  the  Camps  to  the  main  sewers, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  approach  the  owners  with  a  view  to  the 
Camps  being  connected  to  the  main  drainage  system  as  soon 
as  practicable/' 

2.  Drainage  of  part  of  Goldcroft  Estate 

In  my  Report  for  1954  I  mentioned  a  small  area  of  Goldcroft 
Estate  for  which  main  drainage  was  not  provided.  Cesspools 
serving  30  houses  in  this  area  had  given  rise  to  complaints  during 
past  years.  In  July,  1954,  it  was  decided  that  all  owners  con¬ 
cerned  should  be  approached  with  a  view  to  getting  their  agree¬ 
ment  to  a  scheme  whereby  sewers  could  be  laid  in  gardens  at 
the  rear  of  their  houses. 

3.  Wyke  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

In  my  last  Report  I  dealt  with  difficulties  which  had  arisen 
at  the  Wyke  Sewage  Works  arising  out  of  the  discharge  of  crude 
sewage  to  a  stream  whilst  screens  at  Belheld  Pumping  Station 
were  being  cleaned. 

In  1955  a  major  scheme  to  improve  conditions  at  the  Wyke 
Sewage  Works  was  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
H  ousing  and  Local  Government. 

During  August  an  Engineering  Inspector  from  the  Ministry 
came  to  Weymouth  and  discussed  the  Council’s  proposals  in  detail. 
It  was  later  learned  that  the  Minister  would  not  agree  to  the 
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installation  of  a  comminutor  at  Belfield  Pumping  Station  but 
recommended  that  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  increase  the  pump¬ 
ing  capacity  at  the  station. 

A  scheme,  as  amended  by  the  Minister’s  recommendations, 
was  put  out  to  tender  in  December,  1955. 

The  whole  question  of  re-planning  Belfield  Pumping  Station, 
together  with  all  outfalls  to  Portland  Harbour,  was  later  referred 
to  the  Town  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  for  a  full  report 
with  recommendations. 

4.  Conversions  to  Main  Drainage 

There  is  still  a  large  number  of  cesspools  in  use  in  areas  where 
main  sewers  are  already  available.  Efforts  continue  to  be  made 
to  have  these  cesspools  abolished  by  connection  of  house  drains 
to  the  main  sewers  where  it  is  at  all  possible. 

During  the  year  eight  houses  were  connected  to  the  main 
drainage  system  and  as  a  result  six  cesspools  and  two  pail  closets 
were  abolished. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  IN  BOROUGH 


Total  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  11,979 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

Number  of  houses  served  by  cesspools  (approx.)  ...  698 

Number  of  cesspools  (approx.)  ...  ...  462 

Number  of  pail  closets  (approx.)  ...  ...  ...  209 

PARTICULARS  OF  CONVERSION  FROM  CONSERVANCY  TO  MAIN 
DRAINAGE  SYSTEM  DURING  1955 

Number  of  premises  converted  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  cesspools  abolished  .  .  6 

Number  of  earth  closets  abolished  ...  ...  ...  2 


HOUSING 
Unfit  Houses 

In  my  previous  Report  I  referred  to  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act  which  came  into  force  on  the  30th  August,  1954. 
This  Act  required  that  every  local  authority  shall,  within  one  year 
of  the  commencement  of  the  Act,  submit  to  the  Minister  proposals 
for  dealing  with  unfit  houses.  The  Minister  required  only  a  broad 
outline  of  the  Council’s  proposals  for  dealing  with  unfit  houses 
within  the  next  five  years.  A  rapid  survey  was  carried  out  and 
it  appeared  that  there  were  approximately  155  houses  unfit  for 
human  habitation. 

The  Town  Council  expressed  the  view  that  all  unfit  houses 
should  be  dealt  with  within  the  shortest  possible  time  and  decided 
to  make  application  to  the  Ministry  forthwith  for  authority  to 
build  155  “  replacement  ”  houses. 


21 


The  Minister  also  required  to  know  the  Council's  first  year 
programme  in  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses  and  it  was  agreed  by 
the  Town  Council  that  37  houses  should  be  dealt  with  in  the  year 
beginning  1st  September,  1955,  as  follows  : 


Clearance  Area  No.  1 

...  6 

houses 

Clearance  Area  No.  2 

...  13 

houses 

Clearance  Area  No.  3 

...  8 

houses 

Clearance  Area  No.  4 

...  4 

houses 

Individual  Unfit 

6 

houses 

Total 

•••  37 

houses 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Ate,  1954,  also  contains 
provisions  for  increasing  the  rents  of  houses  where  the  owners 
have  complied  with  certain  conditions  with  regard  to  repairs  and 
maintenance. 

Where  tenants  oppose  the  payment  of  increased  rents  on  the 
grounds  that  the  house  is  not  in  a  good  state  of  repair  they  may 
apply  to  the  local  authority  for  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair: 

Action  taken  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

The  following  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year  : 

88,  90  and  92  Franchise  Street  (subject  to  Demolition  Orders  made 
in  1947)- 

188  Preston  Road  (subject  to  an  Undertaking  not  to  use  for 
human  habitation  given  by  the  owner  in  1942). 

4  Lower  Bond  Street  (subject  to  an  Undertaking  not  to  use  for 
human  habitation  given  by  the  owner  in  1955). 

Nos.  1  and  2  Myrtle  Cottages,  Marsh  Road,  were  represented 
under  Section  11  of  the  House  Act,  1936,  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  the  owner  gave  an  Undertaking  not  to  use  the 
houses  for  human  habitation.  Similar  Undertakings  were  accept¬ 
ed  for  Albion  Cottage,  Union  Place,  Dorchester  Road,  and  14a 
Crescent  Street,  both  of  which  were  represented  as  unfit  in  1954. 

A  demolition  order  was  made  in  respect  of  No.  36  East  Street 
(represented  as  unfit  in  1954). 

Late  in  1955  the  Town  Council  declared  the  following  houses 
to  be  a  Clearance  Area  :  Nos.  168,  168a,  168b,  170,  170a,  170b 
Chickerell  Road  (Chickerell  Road  Clearance  Area)  ;  and  rep¬ 
resentations  were  made  under  Section  11  of  the  Act  in  respect  of  : 

(a)  Treetops  Cottage,  Shrubbery  Lane,  Wyke  Regis,  and 

(b)  215  Preston  Road,  Preston. 

Action  in  these  cases  had  not  been  completed  by  the  end  of 
the  year. 
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Action  taken  under  Section  11,  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1953 

The  Demolition  Order  made  in  1938  in  respect  of  No.  12 
High  Street,  Wyke  Regis,  was  revoked  and  a  Closing  Order 
substituted. 

Action  taken  under  Section  5,  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act, 
1954 

No.  32  Fern, hill  Avenue  (subject  to  a  Demolition  Order  made 
in  1954)  was  reconstructed  during  the  year  and  the  Demolition 
Order  revoked. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1936 
Position  at  31st  December,  1955 


Still  occupied 

Premises  as  dwellings 

Used  as 
Store  or 
work-places 

Vacant 

Total 

Houses  subject  to  Demolition 
or  Clearance  Orders  not  yet 
demolished 

2 

8 

8 

18 

Paris  of  Buildings  subject  to 
Closing  Orders 

5 

3 

8 

Houses  subject  to  U/D  not  to 
re-let  for  human  habitation 

6 

O 

J 

8 

17 

Houses  subject  to  U/D  to 
make  fit 

— • 

- — 

Applications  for  re-housing 

Again  this  year  a  considerable  amount  of  time  was  spent  on 
the  investigation  of  claims  by  housing  applicants  for  priority 
recommendations  on  public  health  grounds  and  243  visits  were 
made  in  connection  with  such  applications. 

This  important  duty  accounts  for  a  considerable  proportion 
of  the  time  of  the  Department.  Apart  from  the  very  many  inter¬ 
views  at  the  Health  Centre,  where  each  caller  is  given  a  sympa¬ 
thetic  hearing,  a  report  is  prepared  following  heme  visits  and  a 
departmental  discussion  is  held  to  try  to  assess  the  real  need  in 
every  case. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  attends  each  meeting  of  the 
Housing  Allocation  Subcommittee  to  present  the  Department's 
views  on  applications  which  claim  special  consideration  on  Public 
Health  grounds. 

MOSQUITO  AND  MIDGE  CONTROL 
(1)  Radipole  Lake 

In  my  last  three  Annual  Reports  I  have  mentioned  the  diffi¬ 
culties  which  were  experienced  with  Mercierella  enigmatica — a 
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worm  which  produces  a  coral-like  growth — after  the  experiment 
of  introducing  sea  water  into  Radipole  Lake. 

Again  in  1955  no  sea  water  was  introduced  into  Radipole  Lake 
and  I  believe  that  no  further  trouble  has  been  experienced  from 
Mercierella  enigmatica. 

Early  in  the  year  the  main  stream  of  Chaffeys  Lake  was 
cleared  by  the  Borough  Surveyor's  Department  and  this  greatly 
improved  the  condition  of  the  land  to  the  West  of  the  main  Lake. 
There  was  no  major  mosquito  infestation  but  as  usual  a  few  com¬ 
plaints  were  received  regarding  mosquitoes  in  areas  immediately 
adjoining  the  Lake. 

Tipping  operations  north  of  the  railway  viaduct  recommenced 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  in  order  to  increase  the  area  of  land 
used  as  a  car  park.  It  is  too  early  to  say  whether  or  not  this 
work  will  improve  the  flow  of  water  down  the  north-east  side  of 
the  Lake  but,  if  it  does  so,  it  will  certainly  help  to  reduce  mosquito 
breeding. 

During  the  Summer,  midges  were  again  a  nuisance  to  people 
using  Radipole  Park  Drive  and  pleasure  gardens.  It  appears  that 
the  only  effective  control  of  midge-breeding  is  the  introduction  of 
sea  water  to  the  Lake  as  was  proved  in  1952. 

(2)  Lodmoor 

During  the  year  tipping  of  household  refuse  continued  on 
Lodmoor.  In  the  course  of  this  work  the  Borough  Engineer’s 
Department  made  improvements  to  certain  water  courses  and  the 
culverting  of  one  water  course  was  extended.  During  the  summer 
months  tipping  was  again  transferred  to  a  point  as  distant  from 
houses  as  possible  and,  though  a  few  complaints  with  regard  to 
flies  were  received,  everything  possible  was  done  to  keep  fly  breed¬ 
ing  to  a  minimum.  The  bulldozer  was  used  at  the  tip  throughout 
the  year  and  this  no  doubt  contributed  to  the  efficient  working 
of  the  controlled  tip. 

The  re-construction  of  the  outfall  from  Lodmoor  by  the  Sluice 
Gardens  was  completed  and  this  should  appreciably  reduce  the 
level  of  the  water  in  Lodmoor. 

It  appears  that  the  main  areas  of  mosquito  breeding  on  Lod¬ 
moor  are  the  marshy  areas  : 

(a)  to  the  North-east  of  Haywards  Estate, 

(b)  between  Beaumont  Avenue  and  Coombe  Avenue. 

Complaints  with  regard  to  mosquitoes  were  received  from 
residents  in  these  areas. 

The  solution  here  might  well  be  controlled  tipping  in  con¬ 
junction  with  improvement  in  land  drainage  and  until  this  is  done 
I  cannot  see  any  immediate  possibility  of  reducing  mosquito 
breeding  in  this  area  to  any  appreciable  extent 
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CARAVANS  AND  CAMPING  SITES 

The  Licensed  camping  sites  in  Preston  were  again  full  for 
many  weeks  during  the  summer  and  fields  in  and  around  Preston 
were  used  to  accommodate  the  overflow. 

The  unsatisfactory  system  of  bucket  sanitation  continued  in 
use  in  all  the  Preston  sites  but  as  the  main  drainage  scheme  is 
now  in  progress  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  not  be  very  long  before  all 
our  camping  sites  are  provided  with  main  drainage. 

Licensees  again  paid  particular  attention  to  the  hygiene  of 
bucket  closets  and  they  are  all  anxious  to  be  rid  of  this  unsatis¬ 
factory  system  of  sanitation  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

In  the  paragraph  dealing  with  Preston  drainage  scheme  I  have 
reported  the  decision  of  the  Town  Council  with  regard  to  the 
drainage  of  Camping  Sites.  The  Council  expects  the  owners  of 
the  various  camping  sites  to  be  responsible  for  the  provision  of  a 
drainage  system  connecting  their  camps  to  the  new  sewer  and  the 
Council  propose  in  due  course  to  approach  the  owners  of  the 
camps  on  this  matter. 

The  number  of  inspections  of  camping  sites  made  during  the 
year  was  148.  This  is  a  considerable  reduction  compared  with  the 
number  made  during  1954  but  in  that  year  the  number  was 
particularly  high  as  consecutive  daily  visits  had  to  be  carried  out 
at  certain  sites. 

Visits  to  camping  sites  were  also  reduced  because  of  the  con¬ 
siderable  additional  work  which  the  Department  had  to  carry  out 
in  connection  with  the  serious  flooding  which  took  place  on  the 
18th  July,  1955.  This  came  at  the  height  of  the  summer  season 
and  seriously  affected  the  camping  sites. 

Informal  action  was  taken  to  deal  with  11  matters  which  were 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  site  owners  and1  these  were  all 
remedied  without  undue  delay. 

Applications  for  Licences  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Four  applications  to  use  land  for  camping  purposes  were 
received  during  1955.  One  of  these  applications  was  approved 
and  conditions  were  applied  requiring  satisfactory  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation,  water  supply,  etc. 

In  two  cases  where  applications  were  not  granted  the  reason 
for  refusal  was  that  the  Public  Health  requirements  could  not  be 
met  satisfactorily  by  the  applicants. 

In  the  third  case  the  applicant  was  not  the  occupier  of  the 
land  and  so  was  not  entitled  to  a  licence. 

Three  new  applications  to  site  individual  caravans  were 
received  but  licences  were  refused  in  each  case. 
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Three  applications  for  renewal  of  licences  to  station  and  use 
individual  caravans  were  received  and  granted.  In  each  case 
licences  were  issued  for  a  period  of  six  months  only. 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  total  number  of  inspections  of  food  premises  carried  out 
during  the  year  was  355.  I  am,  pleased  to  report  that  it  was  not 
necessary  during  the  year  to  serve  any  Statutory  Notices  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  nor  was  it  necessary 
to  take  legal  action  under  the  Food  Byelaws. 

There  were,  however,  minor  contraventions  of  the  Food  Bye¬ 
laws  or  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  in  respect 
of  which  it  was  necessary  to  serve  22  Informal  Notices.  These 
Notices  covered  56  separate  items  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  44 
of  them  had  been  remedied. 

The  following  are  details  of  food  premises  in  the  Borough. 


No.  of  licensed  premises  in  Borough  (for  consumption  on  or  off 

the  premises)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

No.  of  licensed  premises  (Beer  Houses)  ...  ...  ...  15 

No.  of  off-licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

No.  of  licensed  premises  (liquor  sold  in  shops)  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  registered  clubs  wheie  liquor  is  sold  ...  ...  15 

No.  of  chemist’s  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

No.  of  food  premises  (including  the  off-licences,  many  of  which 

sell  other  foods)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  385 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of 
sausages  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food 
intended  for  sale  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

No.  of  fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 4 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

No.  of  visits  to  food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  355 

No.  of  informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  20 

No.  of  defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

No.  of  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 


ICE  CREAM 

The  number  of  inspections  made  of  premises  where  ice  cream 
was  manufactured,  stored  or  on  sale  to  the  public  was  75. 

Samples  of  ice  cream  sent  to  the  Laboratory  for  routine  tests 
numbered  36.  Adverse  samples,  which  came  mainly  from  one 
manufacturer,  were  followed  up  by  visits  to  the  premises  concerned 
and  it  was  possible  to  find  the  reason  for  the  unsatisfactory  results. 
In  all  cases  follow-up  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  192  premises  were  registered  for  the 
storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  in  the  Borough.  This  number  in¬ 
cludes  six  premises  where  ice  cream  is  manufactured. 

The  number  of  ice  cream  manufacturers  on  the  register  for 
1955  shows  a  decrease  of  one  compared  with  the  previous  year. 


Ice  Cream  Sampling 


No.  of  Samples 

Methylene  Blue  Test 
Passed  Failed 

1 

Grades 

2  3 

4 

Void 

36 

22  7 

l6 

6  6 

I 

7 

SUMMARY  OF  RESULTS 

Grade  i  and  2  ...  ...  75.86%  satisfactory 

Grade  3  and  4  ...  ...  24.13%  unsatisfactory 


MILK  SUPPLIES 

(1)  The  responsibility  for  registration  of  dairy  farms  and 
farmers  and  the  supervision  of  milk  production  at  farms  remained 
with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  except  in¬ 
sofar  as  the  Regulations  relate  to  diseases  communicable  to  man. 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Areas)  Order 
1954  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  April,  1954,  no  un¬ 
designated  milk  may  be  sold  within  the  Borough. 

The  designations  of  milk  which  may  be  sold  in  Weymouth  are  : 
Tuberculin  Tested 
Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised 
Pasteurised 
Sterilised 

It  is  interesting  to  note,  however,  that  no  sterilised  milk  is 
sold  within  the  Borough. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  entries  on  the  Department’s  Register 
were  as  follows  : 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Distributors  of  milk  with  premises  within  the  Borough  37 

Distributors  of  milk  with  premises  outside  the  Borough 

but  retailing  within  the  Borough  ...  ...  2 

Dairy  farms  distributing  from  within  the  Borough  ...  1 

Dairy  farms  distributing  from  outside  the  Borough  ... 

Premises  registered  as  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  8 

(2)  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations 
1949  and  1950.  The  Milk  (Special  designation)  (Pasteur¬ 
ised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949  and  1953. 

Dealers’  licences  to  sell  designated  milk  were  granted  as 


follows  : 

Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  ...  31 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Supplementary)  ...  ...  1 

Pasteurised  Milk  (Supplementary)  ...  ...  t 


(3)  Milk  Sampling 

The  number  of  samples  taken  by  the  Department  for 
bacteriological  examination  was  288.  This  shows  an  increase  of 
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28  over  the  previous  year.  Samples  of  heat  treated  milk  taken 
in  the  Borough  by  Sampling  Officers  of  the  Dorset  County  Council 
numbered  213.  Dorset  County  Council  is  the  licensing  authority 
for  Dealers  who  pasteurise  or  sterilise  milk. 

There  is  ope  pasteurising  plant  within  the  Borough. 

Visits  to  Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  during  the  year  ...  119 

Details  of  samples  taken  are  as  follows  : 

Methylene  Blue  Test  Phosphatase  Test 


Sample 

Designation 

No. 

taken 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

IVoid 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

T.T. 

107 

75 

32 

— 

- — 

— 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

141 

100 

I 

40 

I40 

I 

Pasteurised 

253 

181 

— 

72 

253 

— 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  were  32  failures  of  Methylene  Blue 
Test  from  107  samples  of  T.T.  milk.  Almost  all  of  these  failures 
were  from  one  dealer  to  whom  special  attention  was  paid  and  the 
County  Milk  Production  Officer  very  kindly  co-operated  with  the 
Health  Department  by  investigating  this  dealer’s  suppliers  at  the 
farms  of  production. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  an  improvement  was  noted  by  the 
end  of  the  summer. 


Summary  of  Results 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  ...  ...  501 

Total  number  classed  as  satisfactory  ...  355 

Total  number  classed  as  unsatisfactory  ...  34 

Total  number  classed  as  void  ...  ...  112 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  biological  examination  10 
(all  of  which  were  satisfactory) 

Number  of  bottle  rinse  samples  taken  ...  6 

(all  of  which  were  satisfactory) 


FOOD  SUPPLIES 

(1)  MEAT  INSPECTION 

Government  control  of  meat  was  discontinued  on  the  29th 
June,  1954,  and  in  my  last  report  I  gave  details  of  the  arrange¬ 
ments  made  by  the  Corporation  for  the  slaughtering  needs  of  the 
Borough  to  be  met  by  the  slaughterhouse  at  Kings  Road,  Dor¬ 
chester.  This  slaughterhouse  had  been  used  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food  from  shortly  after  the  outbreak  of  War  until  meat  rationing 
ended. 

Private  slaughtering  commenced  again  onjhe  2nd  July,  1954, 
and  I  mentioned  in  my  last  report  that  complaints  had  been 
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receivedi  from  local  traders  that  facilities  at  the  Dorchester 
slaughterhouse  were  not  satisfactory.  No  further  complaints  were 
received  during  1955. 

Members  of  the  Health  Committee  met  representatives  of  the 
Dorchester  Town  Council  in  February,  1955,  to  discuss  slaughter¬ 
ing  and  meat  inspection  arrangements  at  the  Dorchester  slaughter¬ 
house.  It  was  agreed  that  the  Borough  of  Weymouth  should 
continue  to  make  an  annual  payment  towards  the  cost  of  meat 
inspection  based  on  the  total  number  of  animals  dealt  with  in  the 
slaughterhouse  for  Weymouth.  This  arrangement  has  worked 
quite  satisfactorily  and  will  be  continued  in  the  coming  year. 

During  the  year  the  final  report  of  the  Government  Inter¬ 
departmental  Committee  on  Slaughterhouses  was  published.  This 
report  makes  recommendations  for  the  grouping  of  local  authorities 
in  areas  to  be  served  by  one  large  slaughterhouse. 

The  report  recommends  that  Weymouth  be  included  in  a 
group  of  nine  local  authorities  to  be  served  by  one  slaughterhouse 
at  Dorchester.  The  other  districts  which  might  be  included  in 
the  group  are  : 


Authorities 

Population 

Dorchester 

12,000 

Blandford  Forum 

3o°° 

Bridport 

7,000 

Lyme  Regis 

3,000 

Wareham 

3,000 

Portland 

...  15,500 

Swanage 

7,000 

Blandford 

13,000 

During  the  year  the  following 
slaughterhouses  came  into  force  : 

new  legislation 

affecting 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals 

(Prevention  of 

Cruelty) 

(No.  2)  Regulations,  1954. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals 

(Prevention  of 

Cruelty) 

(Amendment)  Regulations,  1955. 

Weymouth — Slaughterhouse/Bacon  Factory 

This  slaughterhouse/ bacon  factory  is  licensed  annually  and 
slaughtering  is  carried  out  on  two  days  each  week.  Every  animal 
slaughtered  on  these  premises  during  the  year  was  inspected. 
The  number  of  visits  to  the  slaughterhouse  during  the  year  was 
156,  which  shows  a  slight  decrease  on  the  previous  year. 

ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED 

Cows  Other  Cattle  Sheep  Calves  Pigs  Total 
Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil  4159  4159 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 

Number  killed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4159 

Number  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  4159 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ...  ...  ...  3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned  192 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected  with  disease 

other  than  tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  4.69% 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Caicases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned  70 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected  with  tuberculosis  1.68% 

MEAT  CONDEMNED  AT  SLAUGHTERHOUSE  BACON  FACTORY 

Disease  Weight  (lbs.) 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1461 

Pleurisy  and  Pericarditis  ...  ...  ...  362 

Cirrhosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  264 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  173 

Pyaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  181 

Oedema  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  163 

Abscesses  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Peritonitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Parasites  and  Cysts  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Mastitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Inflammation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Necrosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Bruising  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ,  3 

Arthritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

MEAT  CONDEMNED— SUMMARY 

Weight  (lbs.) 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1461 

Other  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  1386 


Total  weight  condemned — 1  ton,  5  cwts.,  1  qtr.,  ig  lbs. 

No.  of  visits  made  to  slaughterhouse — 156. 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

Carcases  infested  with  localised  cysticercus  bovis  must  be 
placed  in  cold  storage  at  a  temperature  not  exceeding  20  degrees 
Fahrenheit  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  three  weeks,  or  at  a 
temperature  not  exceeding  14  degrees  Fahrenheit  for  a  period  not 
less  than  two  weeks. 

Although  no  cattle  are  slaughtered  in  the  Borough,  the  cold 
store  owned  by  Messrs.  Cosens  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  in  West  Street, 
Weymouth,  is  used  by  slaughterhouses  outside  the  Borough  for 
the  refrigeration  of  infested  carcases. 

In  1954  only  ten  beef  carcases  were  sent  to  the  cold  store  but 
in  1955  40  beef  carcases  and  two  hind  quarters  were  sent  to  the 
cold  store  for  treatment. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Messrs.  Cosens  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  their 
co-operation  in  dealing  with  such  carcases  and  for  ensuring  that 
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the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  are  rigorously  carried  out. 

Licensing  of  Slaughtermen 

During  the  year  four  applications  were  made  for  renewal  of 
slaughtermen’s  licences  and  all  were  granted  subject  to  conditions 
as  laid  down  in  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Amendment)  Act,  1954. 


(2)  OTHER  FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED 

CANNED  GOODS 

Meat  Products 
Fish 
Milk 
Fruit 

Vegetables 
Jam  and  Marmalade 
Soups,  etc. 

Sweet  Corn 
Syrup 

MEAT. 

Beef,  Pork  and  Offal  ...  ...  1946  lbs. 

FISH. 

Mixed  Fish  ...  ..  stone  and  1  kit. 

Cockles  ...  ...  ...  ...  55  jars 


157  tins 
45  tins 
53  tins 
61 1  tins 
149  tins 
9  tins 
6  tins 
1  tin 
r  tin 


OTHER  FOODS 

Biscuits 

Sweets  and  Chocolate 
Cakes 

Cooking  Fat  . 

Cheese 

Ginger 

Pickles  and  Sauces 

Crisps 

Fish  Cakes 

Pastry 

Lard 

Butter  and  Margarine 
Coffee  Essence 
Bice 

Fiuit  (Mixed)  ... 
Apples 
Bock  Sweet 
Pies 

Soft  Drinks 
Chinese  Liquid  Egg 

RODENT  CONTROL 
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12  tins 
20  lbs. 
66  lbs. 
153  packets 
lbs.,  2  packets 

2  jars 

3  jars 
1  tin 

3  dozen 
6  packets 
8  lbs. 


103a  lbs. 
3  bottles 
7  lbs. 
446^  lbs. 
3  cases 
2  cwts. 
17  dozen,  9  packets 
72  bottles 
676  tins 


Two  Rodent  Operatives  were  employed  during  the  year  and 
statistics  relating  to  the  work  carried  out  are  given  below. 

In  addition  to  the  large  number  of  inspections  made  by  the 
Rodent  Operatives,  86  special  inspections  in  connection  with 
rodent  control  were  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


The  number  of  complaints  received  was  534  which  is  an  in¬ 
crease  of  55  on  the  previous  year.  The  Rodent  Control  Service 
is  no  doubt  getting  more  widely  known  and  householders,  who  get 
a  free  service,  do  not  hesitate  to  inform  the  Department  when 
infestations  occur. 

The  statistics  given  below  indicate  the  tremendous  amount  of 
work  which  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  and  I  am  quite 
satisfied  that  rodent  control  continues  to  be  an  essential  public 
health  service. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  take  any 
statutory  action  during  the  year  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage 


by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Number  of  complaints  received  re  rats  and  mice  ...  534 

Number  of  premises  visited  for  Survey  ...  ...  2145 

Number  of  premises  given  first  treatment  ...  669 

Number  of  premises  given  second  treatment  ...  102 

Number  of  premises  given  third  treatment  ...  2 

Number  of  premises  given  routine  treatment  ...  11 

Number  of  premises  given  re-infestation  treatment  ...  5 

Number  of  visits  made  (Survey  and  Treatment)  ...  5604 

Number  of  pre-baits  laid  ...  ...  ...  7683 

Number  of  pre-baits  taken  ...  ...  ...  4965 

Number  of  poison  baits  laid  ...  ...  ...  2099 

Number  of  poison  baits  taken  ...  ...  1201 


Control  of  Rats  in  Sewers 

Two  treatments  of  the  sewers  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 
The  first  treatment  was  followed  by  test  baiting  of  sewers  which 
previously  showed  no  signs  of  infestation. 

The  second  treatment  was  carried  out  in  November  when  there 
was  heavy  rainfall  and  sewers  were  often  running  to  capacity. 
Results,  however,  do  appear  to  indicate  that  the  infestation  in 
sewers  has  increased  and  it  may  well  be  that  the  reason  for  this 
might  be  partly  due  to  damage  to  the  sewerage  system  during  the 
serious  flooding  in  Weymouth  on  the  18th  July,  1955.  A  summary 
of  the  results  of  the  second  treatment  is  recorded  below. 


November,  1955 — Sewer  Treatment  No.  16 


System  or 
Section 
of  System 

No.  of 
manholes 

No. 

baited 

No.  of  M.H’s 
showing 
prebait  taken 

No.  of  M.H’s 
showing 
complete 
prebait  taken 
(on  one  or 
both  days) 

No 

Takes 

Rodwell 

251 

55 

18 

6 

37 

Westham 

279 

77 

44 

31 

33 

Park 

135 

82 

37 

*9 

45 

Town 

63 

25 

1 7 

II 

8 
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LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS  TAKEN  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC 
HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

In  my  previous  report  I  referred  to  legal  action  taken  against 
the  owner  of  a  house  requiring  her  to  carry  out  various  repairs. 

The  Magistrates  had  made  a  Nuisance  Order  and  when  the 
owner  failed  to  comply  with  it  a  further  Order  was  made,  after 
which  daily  penalties  were  to  follow.  The  owner  failed  to  comply 
with  the  further  Order  of  the  Court  and  the  Corporation  decided 
to  carry  out  the  work  and  recover  the  cost  from  the  owner. 

It  was  necessary,  during  1955,  to  take  legal  proceedings 
against  this  owner  for  the  recovery  of  the  cost  of  these  repairs. 
The  owner  contested  the  Corporation’s  claim  on  the  grounds  that 
the  specification  was  excessive  and  the  repairs  could  have  been 
carried  out  as  effectively  by  the  use  of  alternative  cheaper 
materials. 

The  Corporation  was  successful  in  obtaining  judgment  for  the 
whole  cost  of  the  works  and  costs  amounting  to  £5-5-0  were 
awarded  to  the  Corporation. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  it  was  not  necessary  during  the  year 
to  take  any  other  legal  proceedings.  Six  Statutory  Notices  under 
Section  93  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  were  served  in  1955 
but  all  were  complied  with  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

The  supervision  of  public  conveniences  continued  to  be  the 
responsibility  of  the  Health  Department.  Again  this  year  the 
ejector  at  Brunswick  Terrace  convenience  was  very  unreliable  and 
break-downs  were  reported  almost  every  week-end  during  the 
summer.  These  difficulties  were  again  reported  to  the  Town 
Council.  The  Borough  Engineer  subsequently  submitted  a  scheme 
for  the  improvement  of  the  ejector  at  a  cost  of  approximately 
£500  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  work  had  not  been  carried  out. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Health  Committee  again  considered  the 
question  of  an  additional  convenience  for  ladies  on  the  Esplanade 
and  in  March  the  Town  Council  agreed  to  a  recommendation  of 
the  Health  Committee  that  a  new  convenience  for  ladies  should 
be  provided  on  the  sea  front  opposite  York  Buildings.  The 
scheme  was  advertised  for  objections  and  two  objections  were 
received.  Both  dealt  primarily  with  the  siting  of  the  convenience 
but  the  objectors  agreed  to  the  need  for  additional  conveniences 
for  ladies  in  this  area. 

A  public  enquiry  was  held  in  December,  1955,  and  three  ob¬ 
jectors  gave  evidence  against  the  Council's  proposals.  Early  in 
1956  a  letter  was  received  from  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  to  the  effect  that  the  Minister  was  satisfied  that  there 
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was  a  need  for  an  additional  convenience  for  ladies  but  he  did 
not  consider  the  site  selected  was  a  suitable  one.  For  this  reason 
he  decided  not  to  approve  the  proposals. 

Free  hand  washing  facilities  in  public  conveniences. 

In  February,  1955,  I  submitted  the  following  report  to  the 
Health  Committee  on  the  possibility  of  providing  free  hand  wash¬ 
ing  facilities  in  public  conveniences  : 

“  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  one  must  regard  the  washing 
of  hands  after  using  the  W.C.  as  a  matter  of  the  greatest  hygienic 
importance.  It  will  be  a  great  step  forward  in  health  educa¬ 
tion  if  such  a  practice  were  to  become  a  habit  which  was  invariably 
carried  out  so  that  it  becomes  second  nature  to  everyone,  as  it 
has  been  proved  over  and  over  again  that  the  outbreaks  of  food 
poisoning  we  hear  about,  and  very  many  that  are  not  heard  about, 
are  caused  by  neglect  of  this  simple  hygienic  measure.  It  is,  of 
course,  a  well-known  fact  that  many  of  the  bacteria  which  cause 
food  poisoning  are  present  in  the  bowel  of  apparently  healthy 
carriers. 

"  The  ideal  would  be  to  have  free  hand  washing  facilities 
available  in  every  public  convenience  but  experience  in  other  towns 
where  this  has  been  made  available  in  unattended  conveniences 
has  not  been  too  happy  in  that  these  facilities  have  been  abused — 
a  sad  reflection  on  the  irresponsible  attitude  of  many  individuals 
towards  public  property. 

“  I  feel,  however,  that  Weymouth  can  make  a  great  step 
forward  in  this  vital  matter  of  practical  health  education  by  mak¬ 
ing  hand  washing  facilities  available  in  those  public  conveniences 
where  there  is  an  attendant,  i.e.  at  the  Esplanade  Ladies  and 
Gents  ;  Brunswick  Ladies  and  Gents  ;  Westham  Ladies  and 
Gents  ;  Westham  Coach  Park  Ladies  and  Gents  ;  and  Alexandra 
Gardens  Ladies.  Having  given  this  matter  careful  thought,  I 
regret  that  it  seems  not  to  be  practicable  to  suggest  free  hand 
washing  facilities  at  these  conveniences  during  the  peak  summer 
months  of  July  and  August  as  the  present  accommodation  is 
insufficient,  but  a  start  might  be  made  by  affording  free  facilities 
throughout  the  year  with  the  exception  of  these  two  months  when 
the  existing  demand  at  3d.  for  a  paper  towel  and  4d.  for  a  linen 
towel  can  hardly  be  coped  with. 

“  These  free  facilities  would  probably  result  in  a  reduction 
of  the  takings  from  the  public  conveniences  of  /350  per  annum 
and  I  very  much  hope  that  the  Committee  and  Council  will  be 
prepared  to  regard  this  as  a  sound  investment  in  health  educa¬ 
tion.’  ’ 

The  Town  Council  readily  adopted  the  recommendation  of 
the  Health  Committee  that  this  experiment  should  be  tried  and 
conveniences  where  attendants  were  employed  were  issued  with 
stocks  of  free  paper  towels  in  the  Wash  and  Brush  Up  rooms. 


34 


Behind  the  doors  of  the  W.C.  compartments  a  small  notice 
was  affixed  "Now  Wash  Your  Hands  Please- — Free  Service  is 
provided  in  this  convenience." 

The  service  proved  quite  successful  and  was  well  used  during 
the  year  except  during  the  peak  months  of  July,  August  and 
September  when  it  had  to  be  discontinued  as  the  facilities  avail¬ 
able  were  not  adequate  to  meet  the  heavy  demands.  The  Health 
Committee  was  very  pleased  to  hear  my  report  on  the  success  of 
the  experiment  and  early  in  1956  agreed  to  continue  the  arrange¬ 
ment  for  a  further  period  of  one  year. 

Supervision  of  public  conveniences 

The  number  of  inspections  made  of  public  conveniences  was 
592.  Again  this  year  receipts  increased  and  supervision  and  con¬ 
trol  of  public  conveniences  occupied  a  very  great  proportion  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  time. 

FLOODING— 18th  JULY,  1955 

During  the  evening  of  Monday,  18th  July,  1955,  Weymouth 
had  rainfall  of  unprecedented  intensity  and  in  less  than  24  hours 
over  seven  inches  of  rain  was  recorded.  Before  nightfall  it  was 
apparent  that  serious  flooding  was  going  to  occur  and  the  staff 
were  called  out  during  the  early  evening  in  order  to  prepare  for 
any  public  health  emergencies  which  might  arise.  The  Disinfector 
Station  was  prepared  for  the  reception  of  flooded  bedding  and  the 
staff  worked  to  the  early  hours  of  the  following  morning  giving 
help  where  they  could  in  the  flooded  areas. 

Public  Water  Supply 

On  the  morning  following  the  flooding,  samples  of  water  from 
the  town’s  supply  were  taken  and.,  as  the  results  indicated  that 
there  was  some  lowering  of  the  bacteriological  standard,  I  arranged 
with  Mr.  S.  E.  Barrett,  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  Waterworks 
Company,  for  an  immediate  increase  in  the  degree  of  chlorina¬ 
tion.  This  was  continued  until  the  standard  was  back  to  normal. 

Drying  of  Bedding  and  Furniture 

Early  on  the  morning  of  19th  July,  visits  were  made  in  the 
flooded  areas  and  occupiers  were  informed  that  any  wet  carpets 
and  bedding  would  be  collected  and  dried  out  by  the  Health 
Department.  By  noon  on  the  19th  July  the  Disinfector  Station 
was  filled  to  capacity  with  carpets,  mattresses,  etc.,  for  drying  out. 
So  great  was  the  volume  of  work  in  this  direction  that  it  was  not 
possible  to  clean  many  articles  properly  but  in  the  later  stages 
most  carpets  were  washed  and  brushed  before  they  were  dried 
out  and  returned  to  the  owners. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  July  a  start  was  made  on  collect¬ 
ing  all  water-soaked  upholstered  furniture.  A  furniture  van  was 
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hired,  for  this  purpose  and  ioo  upholstered  settees  and  chairs  were 
cleaned  and  dried  at  the  Disinfector  Station,  Cleansing  Station 
and  Health  Centre  garage. 

Unfortunately  many  pieces  of  furniture  were  completely 
ruined  and  in  a  number  of  cases  owners  did  not  wish  to  have  them 
returned.  It  was  found  that  the  best  method  of  drying  out 
articles  of  furniture  was  to  place  them  in  the  open  air  as  rapid 
drying  in  the  Disinfector  Station  or  by  the  R.A.F.  hot  air  machine 
did  not  appear  to  be  entirely  satisfactory.  The  majority  of  settees 
and  chairs  were  returned  to  their  owners  by  the  end  of  August. 

Emergency  Re-housing 

Investigations  were  carried  out  into  the  circumstances  of 
families  living  in  Council-owned  houses  in  Radipole  village  which 
was  badly  flooded  and  1  had  to  make  recommendations  to  the 
Borough  Treasurer  that  two  families  should  be  re-housed  as  soon 
as  possible. 

It  was  also  necessary  to  recommend  the  immediate  re-housing 
of  the  tenant  of  No.  2  Myrtle  Cottages,  Marsh  Road,  which  suffered 
severely  from  the  flooding.  The  tenant  of  No.  i  Myrtle  Cottages 
was  also  offered  temporary  alternative  accommodation  but  declined 
the  offer.  Both  of  these  houses  had  already  been  represented  as 
unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Food  Premises 

On  the  20th  July,  1955,  one  District  Sanitary  Inspector  visited 
all  food  premises  where  flooding  had  occurred  and  gave  advice  on 
food  which  should  be  salvaged  or  destroyed.  Unfortunately 
quite  large  quantities  of  food  were  damaged  in  the  floods  and  had 
to  be  destroyed.  Where  food  shops  were  insured  and  making 
claims  for  replacement  of  damaged  food-stuffs  lists  had  to  be  taken 
of  all  food  destroyed  and  certificates  issued. 

Disposal  of  dead  animals 

Numbers  of  dead  pigs  and  chickens  were  collected  on  the 
20th  July  and  this  work  continued  on  the  21st.  No  records  were 
kept  but  there  must  have  been  hundreds  of  chickens  collected  by 
the  Department  and  buried  at  the  controlled  tip. 

Issue  of  Disinfectant 

An  additional  supply  of  disinfectant  was  obtained  on  loan 
from  the  Portland  U.D.C.  and  supplies  were  issued  to  house¬ 
holders  in  the  flooded  areas. 

Public  Conveniences 

By  6-30  p.m.  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  July,  the  Gents 
underground  convenience  on  the  Pdsplanade  was  flooded  to  within 
two  feet  of  the  ceiling  and  temporary  barriers  had  to  be  erected 
to  prevent  accidents. 


The  ladies  convenience  on  the  Esplanade  was  flooded  to  a 
depth  of  only  eight  inches  as  the  drains  to  this  convenience  are 
fitted  with  a  valve  which  disconnects  them  from  the  sewer  in 
times  of  heavy  rain.  This  convenience,  of  course,  had  to  be  closed 
also. 

The  conveniences  at  Brunswick  Terrace  did  not  suffer  any 
serious  flooding,  but  the  gents  conveniences  at  Alexandra  Gardens 
were  flooded  to  a  depth  of  three  feet  and  these  were  also  closed. 
Both  conveniences  in  the  Westham  Coach  Park  were  flooded  to 
a  depth  of  three  feet  and  water  interfered  with  the  gas  supply  to 
these  conveniences  for  some  time  afterwards. 

At  Upwey  both  conveniences  were  badly  flooded  and  filled 
with  debris  of  all  kinds.  The  drain  manhole  covers  were  carried 
away. 

On  the  19th  July  the  floods  subsided  in  all  conveniences  ex¬ 
cept  those  in  the  Coach  Park  and  squads  commenced  the  work 
of  cleaning  up. 

In  all  cases,  again  with  the  exception  of  Westham  Coach 
Park,  all  conveniences  were  re-opened  by  the  evening  of  the  19th 

Juiy- 

It  appears  that  no  structural  damage  was  caused  to  the 
conveniences  and  minor  repairs  were  carried  out  immediately. 

At  the  gents  underground  convenience  on  the  Esplanade  stocks 
of  paper  towels  and  linen  towels  were  ruined  by  flood  water. 

Housing  repairs 

As  soon  as  possible  after  the  flood  emergency  had  passed,  a 
start  was  made  on  the  inspection  of  houses  damaged  by  floods. 
Owners  very  quickly  attended  to  the  urgent  repairs  and  it  was 
necessary  in  only  very  few  cases  for  the  Department  to  request 
owners  to  carry  out  repairs  which  had  resulted  from  the  flooding. 

Appreciation 

On  the  day  following  the  flooding  offers  of  assistance  were 
received  from  Mr.  Morley  Parry,  Food  Advisory  Officer,  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  ;  Mr.  F.  M.  W.  King,  County 
Sanitary  Officer,  Dorset  County  Council ;  and  Mr.  R.  Leggatt, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Poole  Borough  Council. 

Mr.  R.  Leggatt,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Poole,  kindly 
arranged  for  Mr.  Ashton,  District  Sanitary  Inspector,  Poole,  to 
come  to  Weymouth  and  help  us  in  the  survey  of  damaged  furniture 
on  Friday,  22nd  July. 

The  loan  of  disinfectant  by  the  Portland  U.D.C.  was  of  great 
assistance. 

In  closing  this  report  I  should  like  to  make  special  mention 
of  the  very  fine  work  which  was  done  by  all  members  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  staff — Mr.  Newbould  and  Mr.  Harris, 
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District  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  Miss  Steele  of  the  clerical  staff. 
Mr.  House  and  Miss  Beale  of  the  County  Council  staff  working  at 
the  Health  Centre  also  helped  by  putting  in  a  considerable 
amount  of  voluntary  overtime. 

The  workmen  of  the  Department,  Messrs.  G.  Rose,  L.  Rose 
and  M.  Fox,  with  two  additional  labourers,  Messrs.  Thompson 
and  Pierce  who  were  engaged  temporarily,  also  did  a  very  tine 
job  of  work. 

All  the  items  mentioned  above  which  required  attention,  as 
well  as  many  others  too  numerous  to  record  in  detail,  were  dealt 
with  under  the  personal  direction  of  Mr.  H.  Handscomb,  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector,  whose  untiring  zeal  and  enthusiasm  inspired 
everyone  to  give  of  their  best  and  whose  cheerful  personality  did 
much  to  maintain  the  morale  of  the  unfortunate  householders 
who  suffered  during  the  floods. 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT 


Keason  for  Inspection 

No.  of 
premises 
visited 

No.  of  Nuisances 

visits  or 

including  defects 

re-visits  found 

Nuisances 

or 

defects 

remedied 

Premises  under  P.H.A. 

397 

1298 

T5o 

156 

Drainage  Works  Only 
(a)  New  Buildings 

201 

403 

— 

_ 

(b)  Existing  Buildings 

91 

377 

59 

54 

Camping  Sites,  Vans, 
Tents 

12 

148 

11 

11 

Food  Premises 

171 

355 

56 

44 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

34 

II9 

6 

5 

Factories  Act 

76 

91 

6 

9 

Shops  Act 

64 

70 

2 

— 

Public  Conveniences 

48 

492 

— 

— 

Number  of  complaints  received- 

-350 

OTHER  VISITS 

Visits  to  houses  of  d.B.  patients  ...  ...  ...  32 

Visits  to  houses  for  the  purpose  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 
(Houses  already  subject  to  Clearance  Orders  or 
Demolition  Orders)— Section  11  '  ...  ...  370 

Visits  to  houses  following  applications  for  Improvement 

Grants  (Housing  Act,  1949)  ...  ...  ...  7 

Visits  to  houses  for  measurements  of  permitted  number 
(Housing  Act,  1936) 
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Visits  to  houses  in  connection  with  applications  for  Certi¬ 


ficates  of  Disrepair  (Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act, 

1954)  ...  ...  _ ...  ...  ...  47 

Inspections  in  connection  with  action  under  Section  9, 

Housing  Act,  1936 

Inspections  in  connection  with  action  under  Section  25, 

Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Visits  to  offensive  trade  and  marine  store  premises  ...  11 

Visits  re  smoke  abatement  ...  ...  ...  52 

Visits  re  mosquito  and  midge  breeding  grounds  ...  43 

Visits  to  piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Inspections  of  places  of  entertainment  ...  ...  1 

Inspections  of  licensed  premises  (public  houses  and  bars)  7 

Visits  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  connection  with  Rodent 

Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Visits  under  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  ...  ...  60 

Visits  to  Schools 

Visits  to  Corporation  Controlled  Tip  ...  ...  43 

Inspections  of  Rivers  and  Streams  ...  ...  ...  3 

Visits  under  Pet  Animals  Act  ...  ...  ...  55 

Visits  re  Seaweed  Flies  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Visits  re  Flooding  on  18th  July,  1955  ...  ...  56 7 

Visits  to  Food  Vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ..  8 

Visits  to  Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  13 

Visits  re  Pollution  Littlesea  Beach.  Wyke  Regis  ...  6 

Visits  to  Outworkers  Premises  ...  ...  ...  5 

Visits  re  Chinese  Liquid  Egg  ...  ...  ...  16 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  431 


A  brief  summary  of  some  of  the  more  important  defects 


remedied  is  given  below. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT 

Roof  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Eaves  guttering  and  rainwater  pipes  renewed,  repaired  or 

cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Walls  rendered,  repaired  or  pointed  ...  ...  ...  6 

Plasterwork  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  21 

Windows  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Grates  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Chimneys  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Doors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Drains  renewed,  repaired  or  cleared  ...  ...  ...  54 

Repairs  to  sanitary  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  12 

Cesspools  emptied  after  Notice  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cleansing  of  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Other  miscellaneous  defects  remedied  .  ...  ...  16 
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SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  SERVED 


NOTICES 


Served  Complied 

Informal  Statutory  Informal  Statutory 


Public  Health  Act,  1936  1 

18 

6 

95 

10 

Shops  Act,  1950 

2 

— 

— 

Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938 

22 

— 

20 

— 

Factories  Act,  1937 

4 

— 

7 

- — 

Housing  Act 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations 

4 

— 

3 

— 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  FOOD  POISONING 

Forty  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  investigation  of  infectious  diseases  and  57  visits  in 
connection  with  food  poisoning  cases. 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

Number  of  houses  treated  for  disinfection  (infectious  diseases)  23 


Number  of  rooms  involved  ...  ...  ...  45 

Number  of  houses  treated  for  disinfestation  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  rooms  involved  ...  ...  ...  124 

Number  of  articles  of  bedding,  etc.,  disinfected  ...  410 

Number  of  articles  destroyed 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


Survey  of  action  during  year. 

(1)  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

19 

6 

I 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

137 

85 

3 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  ,( ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers  Pre¬ 
mises) 

’ 

Total 

156 

91 

4 

— 

-10 


(2)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

No.  of  Cases  in  which  No.  of 

Particulars  Defects  were  found  cases  in 

Found  Reme-  Referred  which  pro- 

died  To  H.M.  By  H.M.  secutions 
Inspector  Inspector  were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 
Overcrowding 
Unreasonable  temperature 
Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de¬ 
fective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
outworkers) 

Total  ...  2  6  —  4 


(3)  Outworkers. 

(a)  Number  of  lists  received  from  employers  ...  3 

(b)  Number  of  employees  concerned 

(c)  Number  of  outworkers  involved  ...  ...  11 

(d)  Number  of  outworkers  living  outside  the  Borough  3 

(e)  Number  of  lists  received  from  outside  Authorities  12 


(f)  Number  of  outworkers  involved 

27 

(4)  Total  inspections 

for  all  purposes  ( 

including 

outworkers) . 

No.  of  premises 
visited 

No.  of  visits 
including  re-visits 

Defects 

found 

Defects 

remedied 

76 

91 

6 

9 

DEALERS  IN  OLD  METALS 

Seven  dealers  in  old  metals  are  registered  by  the  Council  under 
the  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1907.  Nine  visits  have  been 
made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  are  three  rag  and  bone  dealers’  premises  in  the  Borough, 
two  of  which  were  established  prior  to  the  operation  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936.  The  third  was  established  in  1948  and  is  subject 
to  the  consent  of  the  Town  Council  being  obtained  annually. 
Seven  visits  have  been  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during 
the  year. 


BOROUGH  OF  WEYMOUTH  AND  MELCOMBE 

REGIS. 


METEOROLOGICAL 

DEPARTMENT 

Summary  for  the  Year 

1955 


Lat. — 50 °  36'  20 "  N.  Long. — 2°  26'  50"  W 
21  feet  above  Sea  Level. 


J.  N.  HAMBLY,  M.B.E., 
Lt.Cdr,  R.N.  (Ret.) 
Borough  Meteorologist 


Meteorological  Station, 
Weymouth 
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Remarks. 


GENERAL 

On  the  whole,  1955  can  be  considered  as  a  very  good  year, 
with  temperature  a  shade  below  the  average  and  a  rather  good 
summer,  which  produced  246  hours  of  sunshine  above  the  average. 

The  rainfall  would  have  been  average,  but  for  the  storm  of 
18th  July. 

The  winter  was  free  from  snow,  all  that  was  recorded  was 
actually  sleet,  and  this  was  very  little. 


RAINFALL 

The  total  fall  of  34.47  inches  was  5.56  inches  above  the 
average  of  28.91  inches. 

On  the  18th  July,  7.15  inches  of  rain  fell  between  3  p.m. 
and  6  a.m.  on  the  19th. 

At  Martinstown  11  inches,  and  Upwey  9  inches,  of  rain  was 
recorded  during  the  same  period. 

This  is  the  largest  amount  of  rainfall  ever  recorded  in  24 
hours  throughout  Great  Britain.  It  is  now  officially  recorded  at 
the  Air  Ministry  as  the  “Weymouth  Flood  Area.’’ 

TEMPERATURE 

After  the  rather  cold  months  of  January,  February  and 
March,  which  were  much  below  average,  the  temperature  grad¬ 
ually  improved  and  balanced'  itself  by  the  end  of  the  year,  when 
December  gave  us  3.7 0  above  average. 


SUNSHINE 

As  usual,  Weymouth  was  well  to  the  front  for  sunshine  hours, 
2009.4  hours  being  recorded.  This  was  246  hours  above  the 
average  of  1763.3  hours. 

Since  1895,  this  is  only  the  fifth  occasion  that  the  2,000  hours 
have  been  exceeded. 

1899  —  2030.2  hours  1929  —  2024.1  hours 

1911  —  2090.9  hours  1949  —  2055.3  hours 


METEOROLOGICAL  ABSTRACT 
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Lowest  Barometer  Reading  (inches)  ...  29.101  28.587  29.080  29.271  28.572  28.840 
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WEYMOUTH  SUNSHINE  HOURS  RECORD  SINCE  1895. 


Year 

Hours 

Year 

Hours 

Year 

Hours 

Year 

Hours 

1895 .. 

■  19537 

19H  .. 

.  2090.9 

1927 

.  1692.7 

1943  • 

.  1769.O 

1896  .. 

.  1904.O 

1912  .. 

•  1582.4 

1928  . 

.  1898.9 

1944  . 

•  I74I-I 

1897 . 

1827.5 

1913  .. 

•  1583-7 

1929  . 

.  2024.I 

1945  • 

1564-9 

1898  . 

.  1828.4 

1914  .. 

.  1826.8 

1930  . 

•  1803.7 

1946  . 

. 1648.2 

1899  . 

.  2030.2 

1915  .. 

.  1729.8 

1931  • 

.  1582.8 

1947  • 

.  1626.2 

19OC*  . 

.  1624.7 

1916  .. 

•  1677.5 

1932 

•  1554-4 

1948 . 

•  1877-5 

19OI  . 

1675.9 

1917 .. 

•  1653.5 

1933  • 

■  1987-3 

1949  . 

•  2055.3 

1902  . 

.  1421. 4 

1918 

1804.9 

1934  • 

.  1807.0 

1950  . 

.  1820.6 

1903  . 

•  1554-0 

I9I9  ■ 

•  1803.5 

1935  . 

1706.2 

1951  • 

.  1828.3 

I904 

■  1675.6 

1920  . 

••  I523-4 

1 1936  ■ 

•  1549-3 

1952  • 

■  1895.5 

1905 

.  1706.9 

1921  . 

■  •  1934-6 

1937  ■ 

.  1628.5 

1953  • 

•  1916.5 

IQO6  . 

.  1908.3 

1922  . 

..  1748.O 

1938 

.  1626.6 

1954  • 

..  1711.0 

1907 

.  1784.1 

1923  • 

..  1695.6 

1939  • 

xt- 
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00 
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1955  • 

..  2009.4 

1908  . 

.  1875-9 

1924  . 

. .  1687.6 

1940  . 

1883.3 

19OG  . 

- 1938.3 

1925 

..  1710. 1 

1941  . 

.  I669.O 

1910  . 

•  1693.7 

1926 . 

..  1554-4 

1942  . 

. 1663.O 

Average  for  last  30  years  —  1763.3 


Greatest  amount  of  Sunshine  in  one  year  —  2090.9  in  1911 
Least  amount  of  Sunshine  in  one  year  —  1421.4  in  1902 


